FROM THE DERBYSHIRE COURIER, June 6,1841

"MURDER AND SUICIDE - We have this week to record a most appalling event which occurred at Milltown, Ashover, on Thursday last. About noon on that day Harriet, daughter of Mr. John Towndrow, farmer of Milltown, proceeded to her father's house, and finding the door secured she looked through the window and observing that much confusion prevailed in the house - the chairs appearing to have been thrown about and breakfast still on the table, she became much alarmed. John Cotes, a neighbour, passing by at the time, she induced him to break open the, door, when awful to relate her father and mother were found both quite dead laying on the kitchen floor with their throats cut in the most shocking manner. It is supposed that while they were at breakfast a quarrel ensued, when Mr Towndrow attacked his wife with a hammer and inflicted severe injuries on her head - one eye having been completely beaten in: her hand was also bruised, most probably from blows inflicted by the hammer while attempting to protect her head. He then nearly severed her head from her body with a razor; and immediately afterwards put a period to his own existence by cutting his throat. The house in which the dreadful acts were perpetrated is situated about 50 yards from Mr. Goodall's, but we understand that no one heard any disturbance in it. They were each about 60 years old, and had of late quarrelled very much. It is said Mrs. Towndrow had £100 left he a short time ago, and her refusal to give the money to her husband occasioned the estrangement which ended so tragically. - An inquest was held yesterday on the bodies before Mr. Hutchinson, coroner, when a verdict of "Temporary Insanity" was returned. The parties were the parents of several children, some of whom are married." 

(Editor's note: The exact date of the above event is presently not apparent since an account of similar nature was recorded in the Derby Herald of 16th June 1841 also referring to "Thursday last.") 

